
AP LANG and COMP SUMMER HOMEWORK 2023-24
● Choose one of the texts listed in the book choices document. It will be your

responsibility to attain a copy of your choice. It is helpful to have a hard copy of
the text - but an electronic copy will work. (Don’t forget to take notes!)

● Select 9-12 meaningful passages that adequately draw from the beginning,
middle, and end of the text. Each passage should be significantly contributing
new ideas/elements the author is developing in their book.

● Write out the entire passage to which you will refer and include the page number
from which it came.

● Paraphrase or summarize the passage. Also provide the context in which it
came. In other words, what is happening before and after this passage appears
in the text?

● Analyze and react to the passage in full sentences - not notes. This should NOT
just be a personal reaction or summary; rather, you should attempt to analyze the
methods that the writer uses to make his or her argument. This is where you will
show your engagement and reflection. Your analysis should be very well
developed.

While your assignment can be handwritten (legibly) or typed - It would be helpful to set
up your assignment in a manner similar to below:

Student Name:
Book Title:
Author:

Quotation/Passage Summary Analysis

Your job: Melt faces - Indiana Jones-style - with your amazing thinking!

Questions? Email Mrs. Livingston: livingstonj@newberg.k12.or.us

mailto:livingstonj@newberg.k12.or.us


12 Rules for Life: An Antidote for Chaos - Jordan Peterson

Renowned psychologist Jordan B. Peterson's answer to this most difficult of questions uniquely
combines the hard-won truths of ancient tradition with the stunning revelations of cutting-edge
scientific research.

Humorous, surprising and informative, Dr. Peterson tells us why skateboarding boys and girls must
be left alone, what terrible fate awaits those who criticize too easily, and why you should always pet
a cat when you meet one on the street.

What does the nervous system of the lowly lobster have to tell us about standing up straight (with
our shoulders back) and about success in life? Why did ancient Egyptians worship the capacity to
pay careful attention as the highest of gods? What dreadful paths do people tread when they
become resentful, arrogant and vengeful?

Dr. Peterson journeys broadly, discussing discipline, freedom, adventure and responsibility, distilling
the world's wisdom into 12 practical and profound rules for life. 12 Rules for Life shatters the modern
commonplaces of science, faith and human nature, while transforming and ennobling the mind and
spirit of its readers.

The Nature Fix: Why Nature Makes Us Happier, Healthier, and More Creative - Florence
Williams

From forest trails in Korea, to islands in Finland, to eucalyptus groves in California, Florence
Williams investigates the science behind nature’s positive effects on the brain. Delving into
brand-new research, she uncovers the powers of the natural world to improve health, promote
reflection and innovation, and strengthen our relationships. As our modern lives shift dramatically
indoors, these ideas―and the answers they yield―are more urgent than ever.

The Power of Regret: How Looking Backward Moves Us Forward - Daniel Pink

Everybody has regrets, Daniel H. Pink explains in The Power of Regret. They’re a universal and
healthy part of being human. And understanding how regret works can help us make smarter
decisions, perform better at work and school, and bring greater meaning to our lives.

Drawing on research in social psychology, neuroscience, and biology, Pink debunks the myth of the
“no regrets” philosophy of life. And using the largest sampling of American attitudes about regret
ever conducted as well as his own World Regret Survey—which has collected regrets from more
than 15,000 people in 105 countries—he lays out the four core regrets that each of us has. These
deep regrets offer compelling insights into how we live and how we can find a better path forward.

As he did in his bestsellers Drive, When, and A Whole New Mind, Pink lays out a dynamic new way
of thinking about regret and frames his ideas in ways that are clear, accessible, and pragmatic.
Packed with true stories of people's regrets as well as practical takeaways for reimagining regret as
a positive force, The Power of Regret shows how we can live richer, more engaged lives.



An Immense World - Ed Yong

The Earth teems with sights and textures, sounds and vibrations, smells and tastes, electric and
magnetic fields. But every kind of animal, including humans, is enclosed within its own unique
sensory bubble, perceiving but a tiny sliver of our immense world.

In An Immense World, Ed Yong coaxes us beyond the confines of our own senses, allowing us to
perceive the skeins of scent, waves of electromagnetism, and pulses of pressure that surround us.
We encounter beetles that are drawn to fires, turtles that can track the Earth’s magnetic fields, fish
that fill rivers with electrical messages, and even humans who wield sonar like bats. We discover
that a crocodile’s scaly face is as sensitive as a lover’s fingertips, that the eyes of a giant squid
evolved to see sparkling whales, that plants thrum with the inaudible songs of courting bugs, and
that even simple scallops have complex vision. We learn what bees see in flowers, what songbirds
hear in their tunes, and what dogs smell on the street. We listen to stories of pivotal discoveries in
the field, while looking ahead at the many mysteries that remain unsolved.

Funny, rigorous, and suffused with the joy of discovery, An Immense World takes us on what Marcel
Proust called “the only true voyage . . . not to visit strange lands, but to possess other eyes.”

Leaders Eat Last - Simon Sinek

Imagine a world where almost everyone wakes up inspired to go to work, feels trusted and valued
during the day, then returns home feeling fulfilled. This is not a crazy, idealized notion. Today, in
many successful organizations, great leaders create environments in which people naturally work
together to do remarkable things.

In his work with organizations around the world, Simon Sinek noticed that some teams trust each
other so deeply that they would literally put their lives on the line for each other. Other teams, no
matter what incentives are offered, are doomed to infighting, fragmentation and failure. Why?

The answer became clear during a conversation with a Marine Corps general. "Officers eat last," he
said. Sinek watched as the most junior Marines ate first while the most senior Marines took their
place at the back of the line. What's symbolic in the chow hall is deadly serious on the battlefield:
Great leaders sacrifice their own comfort--even their own survival--for the good of those in their care.

Too many workplaces are driven by cynicism, paranoia, and self-interest. But the best ones foster
trust and cooperation because their leaders build what Sinek calls a "Circle of Safety" that separates
the security inside the team from the challenges outside.

Sinek illustrates his ideas with fascinating true stories that range from the military to big business,
from government to investment banking.



Atomic Habits: An Easy and Proven Way to Build Good Habits and Break Bad Ones - James
Clear

No matter your goals, Atomic Habits offers a proven framework for improving--every day. James
Clear, one of the world's leading experts on habit formation, reveals practical strategies that will
teach you exactly how to form good habits, break bad ones, and master the tiny behaviors that lead
to remarkable results.

If you're having trouble changing your habits, the problem isn't you. The problem is your system. Bad
habits repeat themselves again and again not because you don't want to change, but because you
have the wrong system for change. You do not rise to the level of your goals. You fall to the level of
your systems. Here, you'll get a proven system that can take you to new heights.

Clear is known for his ability to distill complex topics into simple behaviors that can be easily applied
to daily life and work. Here, he draws on the most proven ideas from biology, psychology, and
neuroscience to create an easy-to-understand guide for making good habits inevitable and bad
habits impossible. Along the way, readers will be inspired and entertained with true stories from
Olympic gold medalists, award-winning artists, business leaders, life-saving physicians, and star
comedians who have used the science of small habits to master their craft and vault to the top of
their field.


